Surgery of giant gliomas of chiasma and IIIrd ventricle.
During a period of 17 years (from 1976 till now) 45 patients with giant gliomas of the chiasma and the IIIrd ventricle out of a total amount of 120 patients with hypothalamic gliomas were operated. The following classification of tumours was used: I) tumours with predominant anterior growth; II) tumours which infiltrate chiasma and penetrate into the IIIrd ventricle; III) gliomas of the floor of the IIIrd ventricle and the chiasma, growing into the ventricle cavity; IV) tumours of the chiasma, optic tract and thalamus. The authors come to the conclusion, that surgical removal of giant tumours of the chiasma and the IIIrd ventricle, though risk, may result in an improvement or stabilisation of visual functions (77%) and a long period free from recurrencies (9.5%). The postoperative period is relatively favourable and the mortality is low (6%). The main contraindication in our opinion is a wide infiltration of adjacent brain structures by the tumour and spreading along both optical tracts. We consider the giant size of a tumour in itself a sufficient indication for surgery.